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“I’ve always been an old soul and
loved anything old,” said Megan Telfer, a
collector of vintage dishes, salt and pep-
per shakers, cookie jars and “a little bit
of everything.” The 26-year-old parole
officer from the Dallas area said this
hobby started with family.

Her grandmother gave her mother a
green and white Pyrex “Spring Blossom”
mixing bowl. “That’s when my interest
was piqued,” Telfer said. 

Three years later, she has more than
300 pieces of vintage Pyrex, displayed
on three large bookcases. Her 5-year-
old daughter has some vintage Pyrex,
too.

“We don’t use 90% of it,” Telfer said.
“I display it.”

Some collectors buy vintage dish-
ware to try to resell it at a profit, while
others are in it for nostalgia.

“It reminds them of their mothers,
aunts, grandmothers,” said Hope Chu-
dy, owner of Downstairs at Felton An-
tiques in Waltham, Massachusetts.

A year of pandemic lockdowns has
led to a surge in home cooking and time
spent hanging out in the kitchen. Vin-
tage cookware fits right into that homey,
old-fashioned vibe.

There are lustrous chili bowls with
handles, and casserole dishes set on top
of brass candle warmers. These are du-
rable dishes, often smaller than modern
serving pieces, that can go from freezer
to oven to table. But collectors usually
acquire them for enjoyment, not utility.

“It really sets your kitchen apart from
others,” said Victoria Aude, an interior
designer in Canton, Massachusetts.
“It’s not an item you can just buy off the
shelf at Bloomingdale’s.”

The old dishes are also nice accents
when decorating a room, said Atlanta-
based interior designer Beth Halpern
Brown. “They can add that quick pop of
color,” she said. “You can decorate a wall
with them, or put one on display and
change the space.”

Corning first released a Pyrex dish in
1915. By the 1930s, Anchor Hocking
Glass Corp. released its competitor
brand Fire-King. But it’s the kitchen-
ware made between 1950 and 1980 that
seem to be most popular right now. 

Jo Adinolfi, a 62-year-old nurse from
Shelton, Connecticut, collects Pyrex
mixing bowls and stackable refrigerator

sets, what collectors affectionately call
“fridgies.” She started collecting and
selling about 10 years ago and owns
more than 2,000 pieces. 

The mid-20th-century glass bowls
and casserole dishes from brands like
Fire-King and Pyrex haven’t changed,

but their prices have. 
“The more people that collect, the

higher the demand is, the more people
are trying to source the right goods to be
able to feed that request,” said Stan Sa-
vellis, 42, of Sydney, Australia, who has
collected vintage kitchenware since his
teenage years and runs the online store
That Retro Piece. 

Television and social media have also
generated interest. Series like “Wanda-
Vision,” “Firefly Lane,” “The Marvelous
Mrs. Maisel” and “Mad Men” all high-
light midcentury kitchens and kitchen-
ware.

And then there’s social media too,
said Vicki Matranga, the design pro-
grams coordinator for the International
Housewares Association and author of
the book “America at Home: A Celebra-
tion of Twentieth-Century House-
wares.”

“With everyone at home now, you
can look at collections on Facebook or
Instagram,” she said. 

In pre-pandemic days, vintage col-
lectors would meet up at swaps. Now,

people are buying and selling on eBay,
Etsy, Facebook and other websites. 

The rarest pieces have sold for thou-
sands of dollars, such as the 1959 “Lucky
in Love” covered casserole dish that
Goodwill sold for $5,994 in 2017. 

Still, some enthusiasts simply like
the vintage look and sentimentality. 

“It goes with my house,” said Ashley
Linder, 37, of Lake Jackson, Texas.

Linder’s vintage collection includes
can openers from the 1950s, and they
still work. “Fortunately, I have the space
to display most of it, though some are
seasonal-use,” she said.

One of her most treasured finds was a
Pyrex “Pink Daisy 045” casserole dish
on eBay. It was in great condition, still in
the box.

“You don’t come across a lot of pink
pieces in the box,” she said. 

She paid $300 for it and messaged
the seller in hopes of finding out how it
was so well preserved. “The lady had
bought an old farmhouse in Nebraska,
and it was left there,” she said. “It’s an
investment.” 
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Vintage pieces of Pyrex sets, including “Cinderella” bowls and refrigerator dishes in the Pink Gooseberry pattern, were
manufactured in the 1950s and 1960s. LAUREN MCCULLOUGH VIA AP

Vintage peach lustre Fire-King chili
bowls are durable dishes, often smaller
than modern serving pieces, that can
go from freezer to oven to table. 
TRACEE HERBAUGH VIA AP

A few sunny, warm days of early
March in Wilmington, NC, and our at-
tention turns to outdoors in the garden.
The colors of late winter beg our atten-
tion. It’s delightful pinks and purples of
Flowering Cherry and Redbud trees at
eye-level and above. Ground level yel-
lows and creams emerge as daffodils,
narcissus and jonquils trumpet that
spring is near. And the browns of last
year’s stems, foliage and seeds should
remain undisturbed for a few more
weeks until the threat of freeze is past.
Stem-nesting native bees are yet to
emerge, and chrysalis and eggs of this
spring’s butterflies and moths are resi-
dent under fallen leaves as winter pro-
tection. Remember, brown is a color too
and worthy of our respect.

Don’t push for a green lawn yet with
an early fertilization; this can result in
disease problems and cold damage. For
the turf monoculture crowd, now is the
time to apply pre-emergence herbicides
for weed control. Avoid the well-mar-
keted “Weed and Feed” products; our
warm-season grasses (centipede, St.
Augustine, Bermuda, Zoysia) need sep-
arate schedules for fertilization and
weed control. For more information,
check out www.turffiles.ncsu.edu/.

Late winter is the right time to prune
summer-blooming shrubs like Knock-
out roses but not spring bloomers such
as azaleas. Summer-blooming shrubs
produce flower buds on new growth.
Pruning them now can result in lots of
flowers. Knock Out roses should be cut
back to around 18” each year to promote
vigorous healthy growth. This type of
drastic pruning is okay for vigorous
summer blooming shrubs. Less vigor-
ous shrubs can be pruned by cutting the
ends of the branches back by several
inches. If they are too dense, remove
some of the stems completely by cutting
them out at ground level.

As you have questions about proper
care of your landscape environment, we
encourage you to reach out to our plant
clinic by sending an email to NewHano-
verEMGV@gmail.com. Include digital
photos with your questions if needed,
and we’ll do our best to assist you with
research-based information.

The most valuable component of
landscapes are trees, and The Friends of
the Arboretum are excited to offer edu-
cation on the topic via a live webinar,
“Trees Talk” on Saturday, March 20,
2021, from 9 a.m. to noon. Nancy Ash
will leverage her 37 years in the nursery
business to share care of the Japanese
Maple tree: how to select a maple tree;
how to maintain it in terms of cultural
practices and disease management;
and, the pruning style for uprights and
dissectums. Richard Johnson will focus
on the preservation of the genetic heri-
tage of our native live oaks. The keynote
speaker, Basil Camu, will take a deep
dive into proper tree care as a means to
support planetary health. Basil is a cer-
tified arborist and operates a tree ser-
vice business in Raleigh that has com-
mitted to care for trees but refuses to cut

them down. As a self-proclaimed tree-
cologist, this engaging speaker will in-
vite us on the journey to care for our
planet by caring for trees.

Register for “Trees Talk” at https://
thefriends.wildapricot.org/event-
4178576/Registration. The fee is $15 for
nonmembers, so consider joining the
Friends of the Arboretum in support of
our beautiful grounds and educational
programs.

As we march on towards spring to-
gether, also enjoy the colors of Dorothy
Gillespie art in five locations at the Ar-
boretum, free and open every day from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Hear the story of this in-
credible artist via QR codes at each ex-
hibit.

Lloyd Singleton is director of the N.C.
Cooperative Extension Center for New
Hanover County, located at the Arbore-
tum, 6206 Oleander Drive, Wilmington.
Reach him at lsingleton@nhcgov.com or
910-798-7660.

‘Trees Talk’ and garden advice before spring
Lloyd Singleton
Director of the N.C. Cooperative Extension Center

for New Hanover County, located at the Arboretum

Daffodils offer late winter color in the garden. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Dorothy Gillespie art exhibits at the
Arboretum provide lots of winter
color. COURTESY OF JEFF HALL


