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Do you need a tree for a 
narrow space?  Have 
you moved into a home 

with a smaller garden and 
want to plant a tree?  Today, 
there are many trees that 
will grow quite tall yet stay 
rather narrow in width as 
they reach maturity.  What 
kind of tree do you need 
for a particular space?

Today, there are many dif-
ferent trees that have a narrow 
silhouette that will work per-
fectly in that smaller space. 
Tree experts have been on 
the lookout for years, trying 
to locate and grow trees that 
fit into narrower spaces or 
spaces where their branches 
will not extend too far into 
neighboring property, a road, 
or even into power lines.

With today’s shrinking 
landscapes, narrow trees, like 
the ones I am going to men-
tion, might be perfect for your 
garden or office. The slender 
growth habit means they do 
not take up much horizonal 
space while giving you the 
beauty that a tree gives. Some 
of these newer selections like 
Ginko ‘Goldspires’ are tall 
and slender while others are 
shorter in height and nar-
row in width. Adding one of 
these trees to your garden 
will add another dimen-
sion and layer of interest.

Some of the narrow trees, 
with their crisp, clean, colum-
nar outlines can tend to be a 
little formal in appearance. 
Many appear to have been 
meticulously pruned, even 
though the shears may have 
never left the shed. These 
will fit nicely in the space 
between two houses where 
the area is limited. Today, 
most gardeners aren’t work-
ing with an endless amount 
of space as in the past.

Look at the area where 
you want to plant a tree and 
determine how much air space 
you have. Next you need to 

decide if you are looking for 
an evergreen or a deciduous 
tree. What is the purpose? 
Are you looking for shade or 
privacy or are you wanting to 
hide an unsightly object on a 
nearby property? There are 
many choices in trees when 
it comes to finding the right 
shape tree, both decidu-
ous as well as evergreen.

‘Slender Hinoki’ cypress, 
‘Sky Pencil’ holly and ‘Taylor’ 
junipers are 3 evergreen plants 
that will add interest to any 
garden. I just planted several 
‘Taylor’ junipers because of 
the narrow columnar shape 
and also because I like the 
semi-soft, blue-green foli-
age.  They could reach 30 
feet tall over time and will 
stay about 3 feet wide, a good 
substitute to a Italian cypress 
if you live in colder areas. If 
you live where the weather is 
warm, you are able to plant 
Italian cypress but where I 
live, they will not do. These 
trees make a dramatic state-
ment every time I see them in 
a garden so I wanted to try to 
replicate that slender look.

‘Sky Pencil’ Holly (Ilex 
crenata) is a plant I see often 
planted around town. It 
reminds one of a boxwood 
because of the leaf shape 
and is grouped botani-
cally with the broadleaf 
evergreen shrubs. It is a 
narrow, column-like Japa-
nese holly, which is valued 
for its small, tightly packed 
leaves and reliability.

‘Goldspire’ ginko is a tree 
that will light up your land-
scape in autumn. Large, fan-
shaped, lobed leaves persist 
on trees for several weeks 
after they turn yellow in the 
fall for a long color show. Bred 
specifically for its narrow 
shape, ‘Goldspire’ ginkgo is 
only 6 feet wide at maturity, 
which makes it an architec-
tural landscaping gem for 
small yards or narrow spots.

A native tree to look for is 
a columnar sweetgum called 
‘Slender Silhouette’.  It is a 
beanpole of a plant, grow-
ing 50 feet tall or higher, 
with a spread of 5 feet at 
the base.  It has pretty fall 
color and is easy to grow.

As you are aware, most 

oak trees grow into a quite 
large tree. A new one called 
‘Crimson Spire’ is a tightly 
fastigiate oak with some nice 
characteristics like dark green 
leaves and reddish fall color. 
This tree gets to about 45 
feet with a spread of about 15 
feet, not typical for an oak.

If you are looking for 
flower color you might want 
to consider a lovely flower-
ing Japanese cherry ‘Ama-
nogawa’ (prunus serrulate). 
This will make a perfect tree 
for a smaller yard where a 
flowering tree is desired.

We do not all have room 
for that mighty oak or deodar 
cedar in our garden but there 
are trees that will be perfect in 
your landscape. Whether it is 
a shade tree or a tree to shield 
you from an unsightly sign, 
there are trees that will work 
for you. I have only mentioned 
a few of the many that are 
available. You might have to 
visit several of your local gar-
den centers because some of 
the larger chain stores might 
not carry these specialty trees.

Decide where you want 
to plant that new tree and 
do some research and find 
the perfect one for you gar-
den. Trees are long lived 
and will give you much 
pleasure for a long time. It 
is worth your time to find 
the right tree with the right 

shape for your garden. Think 
about it this way, trees 

are like people, they come 
in all shapes and sizes.

Go tall! Trees and shrubs for smaller spaces

Italian cypress has a wonderful linear shape that adds drama to any 
garden. [BETTY MONTGOMERY PHOTO]

You can fi nd several narrow cherry trees for your garden. [BETTY MONTGOMERY PHOTO]

With action words 
like pivot, zoom and 
quarantine high-

lighting the 2020 workplace 
lexicon, I eagerly anticipate 
being able to use words like 
reopening, face-to-face, and 
large group events some-
time in this new year. In 
the mean-time, our New 
Hanover County Coopera-
tive Extension agents share 
a bit of their vision for 2021. 

Scott Enroughty shares 
the 4-H/Youth Develop-
ment program will focus on 
cultivating new and exist-
ing relationships. With the 
recruitment of adult vol-
unteers, we plan to provide 
increased school enrichment, 
after-school, and special 
interest programming. Strong 
relationships in the commu-
nity will bring in new sponsors 
for our events, such as Pump-
kin-Palooza, and we intend 
to engage more people in the 
4-H Alumni & Friends group. 
Contact Scott Enroughty at 
jsenroug@ncsu.edu to see 
how you can become involved.

With Heather Kelejian lead-
ing the Ability Garden and 
its therapeutic horticulture 
program, we will again be 
sharing vegetable seedlings 
with community partners to 
help fight food insecurity in 
New Hanover and surround-
ing counties with a “Spring 
Veggie Sharing Project.” 
Facilitating a Public Health 
Intern through UNCW will 
give us the opportunity to 

define the intersection of 
public health and gardens, 
exploring the ways gardening, 
gardens, plants and natu-
ral spaces benefit wellbeing 
at a local level.  Our focus 
will be on creating a plan to 
build equity in opportuni-
ties to engage in gardening 
for the area’s low resourced 
communities. Creating 
and expanding educational 
opportunities for therapeu-
tic horticulture across North 
Carolina will include the col-
laborative efforts of NCSU, 
UNCW and the NC Botani-
cal Garden. Contact Heather 
Kelejian at hlkeleji@ncsu.

edu for more information.
Our soon-to-be-hired 

Consumer Horticulture agent 
Matthew Collogan shares his 
program vision to include 
connecting the kitchen to the 
garden where people live, 
play, work, and heal. He plans 
to promote horticulture as a 
coherent educational message 
shared across age, discipline, 
and background through our 
Extension Master Gardener 
volunteers outside the Arbo-
retum fence. The program 
will continue to offer assis-
tance to anyone who comes to 
the center, but also seeks to 
improve outreach capabilities 

as every backyard, window-
sill, office plant, and porch 
balcony has the potential 
to benefit from knowledge 
found through Extension. 
You may leave a message 
for Matt, 910-798-7660.

Amy Mead, our new tri-
county Natural Resources 
agent will be hosting a “Back-
yard Sustainability” series 
this spring with classes cover-
ing stormwater solutions for 
homeowners, native plants 
for wildlife, planting trees 
for resiliency, composting 
and recycling, urban wildlife, 
pollinators and more. Her 
work will help us balance the 

rapid growth and economic 
prosperity of the area while 
maintaining the quality of 
the environment that draws 
us all to live here. Contact 
Amy at afmead@ncsu.edu.   

I support the Commercial 
Horticulture industry and 
Community Development in 
my program, ranging from 
pesticide applicator training 
and proper tree care (don’t 
plant too deeply, use root ball 
bracing, and never let mulch 
touch the trunk) to big picture 
community work serving with 
the Alliance for Cape Fear 
Trees board and co-chairing 
the Eagles Island Central 
Park task force. The Friends 
of the New Hanover County 
Arboretum are intentional in 
their focus on enhanced fund-
raising and improving the 
diversity of membership. The 
Arboretum grounds continue 
to improve as an educational 
resource for our commu-
nity in areas of sustainabil-
ity and great horticulture. 

Collaboration between all 
of our program areas and staff 
is a primary objective for our 
team in 2021. We are blessed 
with a great team of agents 
and staff, councils, boards and 
volunteers. As we currently 
remain steadfast to wash, 
wear, and wait, we will con-
tinue to make a difference in 
our community as your Coop-
erative Extension at the New 
Hanover County Arboretum.

The Arboretum is 
free and open every day 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Lloyd Singleton is director of 
the N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion Center for New Hanover 
County, located at the Arbo-
retum, 6206 Oleander Drive. 
Reach him at lsingleton@
nhcgov.com or 910-798-7660.        

New Hanover’s Arboretum programs in 2021

Cooperative Extension and New Hanover County Arboretum welcomes you to its grounds and programs in 
2021. [CONTRIBUTED]
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