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As a 40-year veteran 
gardener, believe me 
when I say……I have 

struggled. Some 25 of those 
40 years, have been spent 
on this small square of land 
that I call my own. I have 
always said that you must do 
something every day you are 
alive on this earth. I choose 
to garden. Lucky for me, I 
have been allowed to do so.

It has been a fight every 
season. It is always me against 
the garden with the wrath 
or the abundance of Mother 
Nature hanging overhead. 
Sometimes I have felt like I 
was pushing a boulder up a 
hill. Believe me when I say, 
gardening is an extreme 
sport. It is no longer a white 
gloved affair. But I per-
sist, each and every year.

There have been many 
conversations at my house 
about reducing the size of the 
garden but I refuse as long 
as I can, I will garden. At the 
end of every gardening year, 
I try to glean some lessons 
from the year spent garden-
ing. This year is no different. 
So allow me to share some 
of my learned wisdom.

This year during the 
world’s quarantine I became 
extremely grateful  as I 
watched spring 2020 unfold 
in my magical little garden, 
as some people had to live in 
a tiny apartment in New York 
City Cith no green spaces. 
I felt beyond blessed, and 

still do. That was my lesson 
to be learned this gardening 
year. I will never forget it. 

I watched tulips and hun-
dreds of other bulbs bloom, 
spring shrubs burst into 
bloom all over, and the roses 
bloom. Then the heat of sum-
mer hit us and we were still 
at home.  Now fall is upon 
us, and we are still here. But 
I think we are all much wiser 
from our quarantine lessons. 
Lesson learned:  Be grateful.

Sometimes I forget about 
common sense.  My knot 
garden is a wonderful place. It 
is full of dwarf English box-
woods in a pattern. Inside 
each I have tried to grow 
many things, mainly for color 
impact. The year I grew dusty 
miller in them, the look was 
great, but It was too expen-
sive and too labor intensive. 
The next year I tried lavender.  
That did not work as there was 
not enough sunlight. It took a 
close friend of mine to come 
over and say to me, “Use what 
grows well here on your prop-
erty, create a color combo 
with pizazz. He chose yellow 
creeping jenny and paired it 
with purple oxalis.  The effect 
was dazzling and they have 
been growing in the knot 
garden ever since.  Lesson 
learned: Use what grows well 
in your area. Create color pat-
terns that compliment each 
other. You will struggle less.

Always plant spring bulbs. 
This lesson is very valuable to 
me. After a long cold winter, 
nothing makes me happier 
than watching hundreds of 
spring bulbs bloom, burst 
into spring, and celebrate the 
beginning of a new growing 
year. Basically spring bulbs 
are a delight and a must have. 
You might be thinking that 

you want to skip this step. I 
used to do that, until I learned 
how magnificent they can 
make the season a celebra-
tion. So every August, I order 
about 800 bulbs, get them 
in the fridge to be chilled for 
four weeks, then plant them 
out. My purchase includes 
crocus, muscari, tulips, and 
fritillaria. The daffodils return 
year after year, so occasion-
ally I order additional ones, 
just to insure their return. 
Lesson learned: Plant spring 
bulbs each fall so I can witness 
their dazzling spring show.

The American garden is 
always full of large sweeping 
lawns. Lawns are alot of work. 
I have reduced the amount 
of grass that we have. In the 
back garden, there is a small 
postage sized rectangle. The 
rest is all garden.  We also 
removed another portion of 
lawn in the front garden and 
turned it into a brick park-
ing pad. We needed the extra 
parking and it also created 
a lovely entrance into our 
garden and home. Lesson 
learned: Less grass, through 
the use of brick, stone, pea 
gravel creating a different 
medium other than grass.

Take a look at your garden. 
In my garden I use alot of 
flowering shrubs for a more 
dramatic flower show. This 
is less work with a fabulous 
effect. The stand out shrubs 
are viburnum Carlcephalum, 
Annabelle hydrangea bloom-
ing in  the spring, weigelia 
‘Florida’ also blooming in 
the spring, Oakleaf hydran-
gea, Limelight hydrangea, 
and Nikko blue hydrangea 
blooming in the summer.  In 
the fall my hydrangea Tar-
diva and my Chinese abelia 
steal the show. The Chinese 

abelia is covered in butterflies 
right now and the fragrance 
is sweet and drifting all over 
the garden. These shrubs 
put on a stellar show in my 
garden year after year, with 
little or no work involved. I 
feed them once a year. Les-
son learned: Use flowering 
shrubs for effect instead of 
annuals and perennials.

Finally, the evergreen shrubs 
are the very best kept secret. 
Garden designers the world 
over use evergreen shrubs 
to fill in the gaps, if you will. 
Evergreens are so little work, 
and provide the hugest impact 
on the overall look of your gar-
den. I select the right shrub for 
the space I need to fill. There 
are so many slow growing, 
compact evergreens that will 
not out grow their space. At 
the same time, these shrubs are 

green constantly and make 
your garden look fabulous in 
every season. One of my favor-
ite evergreen shrubs is Picea 
orientalis ’Skylands Gold.’ The 
color is bold but not gaudy.  
This is a well mannered small 
tree, not a shrub. There are 
endless choices and incredible 
colors. Just add two evergreens 
to each garden area. It will 
round out your garden. Les-
son learned: Use evergreens all 
over your garden. They are less 
work, and slow growing. You 
will appreciate their “green-
ness” during the winter.

Linda Cobb is a Master 
Gardener who lectures, 
teaches, and does garden 
design in South Carolina.  
She can be reached at (864) 
574-8493 or email her at 
lindacobb@charter.net.

Simplifying Your Garden:  A Few Basic Rules to Follow

We are celebrating 
Hispanic Heritage 
Month through 

October 15 at the New 
Hanover County Arbore-
tum. We invite everyone to 
visit and take part in a scav-
enger hunt to learn about 
plants that are native to Latin 
America. Free scavenger 
hunt maps will be available at 
the garden entrances. Look 
for the colorful signs placed 
by the plants for identifica-
tion. Completed maps can be 
entered into a drawing for a 
valuable door prize that will 
be awarded after Hispanic 
Heritage Month concludes. 
We will stream a playlist of 
Latin American music for 
you to enjoy from your own 
phone, to get you into the 
spirit, as you visit the gar-
dens. And if you're hungry, 
there will be a food truck 
serving Latin American cocina 
on some weekend days.  

The Friends of the Arbore-
tum is a nonprofit volunteer 
organization whose mission 
is to support the gardens and 
programs at the Arboretum. 
We do this through member-
ships and fundraising. I know 
that many of you reading this 
are already Friends of the 
Arboretum, and we thank 
you for your support!  Your 
membership dues and other 
donations are an important 
part of our fundraising.

Another important part 
of our fundraising comes 
through events, such as Art 
in the Arboretum, which has 
been held for 25 years in the 
fall. It’s no secret that the 
pandemic has dramatically 
hampered our ability to hold 
large in-person fundraising 

events, so like everyone else, 
we’re having to get creative 
by holding smaller and more 
virtual events instead. We will 
be sharing more soon about 
plans for Art in the Arbo-
retum 2020, which will be 
held virtually this year from 
November 6 to December 17. 

But we are not just about 
fundraising. The Friends 
of the Arboretum board 
has made a commitment 
to expand our outreach to 
the entire community, to 
ensure that everyone feels 
welcome and invited to 
enjoy the gardens and par-
ticipate in the events and 
programs that are offered. 

Hopefully Hispanic Heri-
tage Month will be the first 
of many successful events to 
celebrate our diverse commu-
nities and recognize impor-
tant milestone dates while 
surrounded by the beauty 
of the Arboretum gardens. 
What do you think our next 
celebration should be? Can 
you think of a way to weave 
in something fun and educa-
tional about plants? We want 
everyone to be a part of the 
Arboretum. We welcome your 
ideas for future celebrations.

The gardens at the Arbo-
retum are free and open daily 
to all New Hanover County 
residents and visitors. Those 
of us who volunteer at the 
Arboretum are very proud of 
this fact, and we love being 
ambassadors for the Arbo-
retum. Just the other day 
I was chatting with some 
tourists from Charlotte at a 
local restaurant, and eagerly 
invited them to visit the 
Arboretum after they fin-
ished their seafood lunch. 

As a volunteer at the Arbo-
retum, I try to take note of 
who I see enjoying the gardens 
when I’m there. One thing I 
love about the Arboretum is 
its accessibility to everyone, 
including your leashed pet. I 
think you’ll love it too. If you 
are one of those folks who 

has never visited the Arbo-
retum, or it’s been a while, 
we are located at 6206 Ole-
ander Drive in Wilmington. 
Don’t forget, the Arboretum 

grounds are free and open 
every day from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

 If you have questions or com-
ments, you can contact Lloyd 

Singleton, New Hanover 
County Extension direc-
tor, at lsingleton@nhcgov.
com or 910-798-7660.

Arboretum celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month
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