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HOME&GARDEN

I n this era of conspiracy 
theories, fake news 
and alternative facts, I 

remain prudently skepti-
cal when reading tales of 
modern day invaders in 
emails or social media. 

Recently, I was intrigued 
by reports of unsolicited 
seeds sent through the mail 
from foreign countries. The 
North Carolina Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services (NCDA&CS) advise 
those who have received seed 
shipments that they did not 
order from foreign sources 
to not plant these seeds; they 
could be a pathway for intro-
duction of invasive species, 
insects and plant diseases. 

Anyone who received one 
of these unsolicited foreign 
shipments should save the 
contents along with all ship-
ping labels and contact the 
Plant Industry Division toll 
free at 800-206-9333 or 
email at newpest@ncagr.gov.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) is 
also aware that people across 
the country have received 
suspicious, unsolicited pack-
ages of seed that appear to 
be coming from China, and 
also remind us to not plant 
seeds from unknown ori-
gin. USDA is committed 
to preventing the unlawful 
entry of prohibited seeds 
and protecting U.S. agricul-
ture from invasive pests and 

noxious weeds. We can help.
Our community landscapes 

and natural areas are already 
host to a lot of plant invad-
ers. Often introduced with 
good intentions for beauty 
or durability, we unwit-
tingly foster an invasive 
plant species that can then 
spread by wind, water and 
wildlife to natural areas, 
displacing critical native 
plant material that provides 
wildlife habit and forage.

To arm yourself for our 
battle, you will find a compre-
hensive list of these local plant 
invaders here: http://nc-ipc.
weebly.com/coastal-plain-
invasive-plants.html. Let’s 
begin our battle plan with 
some prevalent bad trees.

The Tree-of-Heaven, 
Ailanthus altissima is com-
mon invasive here due to its 
ability tolerate poor soils. 
initially valued as a fast grow-
ing urban street tree widely 
planted in the northeast, it 
has invaded urban, agricul-
tural, and forested areas. 

Native to China, the 
female tree flowers in sum-
mer with the potential to 
produce more than 300,000 
seeds annually. Flowers are 
greenish-yellow and grow in 
clusters. The seeds are light 
and spread easily through 
the wind; they are enclosed 
in a twisted papery pod. 

Established trees continu-
ally spread by sending up root 
suckers that may emerge as 
far as 50 feet from the par-
ent tree. A cut or injured 
ailanthus tree may send 
up dozens of root sprouts. 
Sprouts as young as two 
years are capable of produc-
ing seed. Tree-of-heaven will 
quickly colonize disturbed 

areas, taking advantage of 
forests defoliated by insects 
or impacted by wind and 
other disturbances. Due to 
its extensive root system 
and re-sprouting ability, 
tree-of-heaven is diffi-
cult to control; contact our 
office for specific advice.

The Princess Tree, Paulow-
nia tomentosa is also from 
China. Folks think they are 
pretty with the large heart-
shaped leaves and conspicu-
ous clusters of showy, pale 
violet, fragrant flowers in the 
spring. This tree can repro-
duce prolifically from seed, 
with a single tree capable 
of producing an estimated 
twenty million seeds that are 
easily transported long dis-
tances by wind and water and 
may germinate shortly after 
reaching suitable soil. Root 
sprouts can grow more than 
15 feet in a single season.

Some other local tree 
targets for our battle: 
Bradford Pear Pyrus cal-
leryana, Mimosa Albizia 
julibrissin, Popcorn or Chi-
nese Tallow Tree Triadica 
sebifera. Prepare for battle 
against these invaders!

Our plant clinic is cur-
rently closed for in-person 
consultation, but you can 
email invasive plant ques-
tions and digital pictures to 
susan_brown@ncsu.edu. 

Lloyd Singleton is director of 
the N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion Center for New Hanover 
County, located at the Arbo-
retum, 6206 Oleander Drive 
in Wilmington. Reach him 
at lsingleton@nhcgov.com 
or call 910-798-7660.  The 
Arboretum is free and open 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. everyday.

G R O W  W I T H  E X T E N S I O N

Tree-of-
Heaven 
Ailanthus 
altissima 
is a very 
invasive tree 
species in 
our area and 
needs to be 
stopped from 
spreading. 
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Watch out for invasive plants

Lloyd Singleton

By Felicity Warner
Reviewed.com

Let’s face it: We’re bound to 
our home appliances. We need 
them to keep our food cold, cook 
our meals, clean our laundry, 
wash our dishes, entertain us 
and keep us connected. In so 
many ways, we can’t func-
tion without our appliances. 
But, really, it’s only a matter of 
time before an appliance starts 
to show its age, and, when 
something goes wrong, we 
want the problem fixed, now.

Often, the big question is: 
Can this be fixed, or do I need 
to replace the appliance?

In order to answer that ques-
tion, you’ll need to call in an 
appliance repair expert — unless, 
of course, your appliance is on 
fire, and then you should just 
assume the worst. In the mean-
time, it doesn’t hurt to know the 
basics for when the time comes.

Here’s what you should know 
about scheduling an appliance 
repair, whether it be a wash-
ing machine or dryer, a stove, 
a dishwasher or a fridge.

What to do if it’s 
an emergency

If you’re experiencing an 
appliance emergency, like a 
gushing water leak from your 
washing machine or gas odor, 
you need to resolve the situ-
ation as soon as possible.

First, in the case of a fire 
or gas leak, evacuate your 
home and call local authori-
ties or 911 immediately.

For a less dangerous situ-
ation, like a water leak or a 
broken air conditioner, you’ll 

need to access an emergency 
repair company that you can 
reach 24/7, says Ron Shimek, 
president of Mr. Appliance. 
Many local companies offer 
24-hour emergency repair 
services, so get to know which 
ones are available around you 
— before you have a prob-
lem. Make a list and pop it on 
your fridge or in your phone.

If you have the option 
to wait up to a few hours, 
Puls is among the repair 
services that offer same-
day repair services.

When it’s time to call an 
appliance repair service

Your dryer isn’t drying the 
way it used to, or your freezer 
just isn’t cold. When a mal-
function occurs, you need to 
decide whether to hand over 
the repair to an expert. Shimek 
says to look for a few key 
warning signs that mean it is 
time to call in an expert. If the 
appliance won’t turn on, make 
sure that no circuit break-
ers have been tripped and its 
vents or filters aren’t clogged. 

Here’s what you should to do when your appliance breaks

By Norman Winter
Tribune News Service

Every year, most of us 
hit that period where the 
heat crosses over from hot 
to oppressive and we know 
the tough season for our 
plants has arrived. In much 
of the country, it arrived 
early. There is one plant 
that if it could talk would 
ask “what heat?” This plant 
is Lemon Coral sedum and 
its botanical name Sedum 
mexicanum gives clear 
indication from where its 
rugged nature derives.

This year, I planted about 
two dozen of them and 
I wish I had 100. Wher-
ever I have it planted, 
the lime green, soft, suc-
culent, needlelike foliage 
becomes a “look at me” 
beacon in the landscape. 
Its habit is mounding, 
compact and will compete 
on your list of tough-
est plants you have ever 
grown, reaching 10 inches 
tall with a 14-inch spread.

At The Garden Guy’s 
house, I have it combined 
with Surefire Red bego-
nias. The Christmas-red 
color of the begonia flowers 
looks even showier when 
combined with lime green. 
In blue ceramic glazed 
containers leading to the 
front door, I have Lemon 
Coral Sedum growing with 
Angelface Perfectly Pink 
angelonia and Whirlwind 
Blue scaevola. I promise 
you, every other color looks 
better with the lime green 
of Lemon Coral sedum.

I have also used them 
clustered around a blue 
ceramic birdbath. The 
shiny blue and the shock-
ingly colorful lime green 
or chartreuse if you will, 
is a marriage everyone 
should try. But my most 
innovative combinations 
are with plants you prob-
ably don’t know about, 
Waxwing Mirror plants. 
Proven Winners introduced 
three varieties in garden 
centers this year, Waxwing 
Gold, Waxwing Lime Green 
and Waxwing Orange.

Botanically speak-
ing, they are known as 
Coprosma repens and have 

the common name mirror 
bush. They are from New 
Zealand and cold-hardy to 
zone 9 but tough as nails 
in hot Georgia summers. I 
am probably growing them 
as annuals but their showy 
succulent nature would 
allow me to pot some up for 
the sunroom. In zones 9 and
warmer they can be used 
for a showy 30-inch hedge 
or idyllic thriller in a mixed 
container. The Garden Guy 
is thrilled with the Wax-
wing Orange partnership 
with Lemon Coral sedum.

Succulents like Lemon 
Coral are persevering sum-
mer performers because 
they store moisture in their 
roots, leaves and stems. 

Drought-like condi-
tions can wreak havoc on 
most container-grown 
plants, but not succu-
lents. In fact, the arch 
enemy will be too much 
water or inferior drain-
age. They are low mainte-
nance in that they require 
very little fertilizer and no 
constant deadheading.

Though I am touting 
them as a perfect choice 
for the landscape when 
the ‘Heat is On’ know that 
they are perfect pansy 
pals for the winter in 
zones (7) 8 and warmer.

Whether you plant a 
cool season container, one 
for the scorching tem-
peratures that lie ahead, 
or in the landscape, the 
soil must drain freely, as 
soggy soil usually proves 
fatal. Planting in contain-
ers is much the same as 
planting in the landscape. 
Place all of your plants 
with the top of the root ball 
even with the soil line.

Lemon Coral sedum 
offered by Proven Winners 
has won Top Performer 
Awards in Michigan to 
Perfect Score all Season at 
Penn State. It won in the 
heat and high humidity at 
Mississippi State Trials as 
well. How will it do at your 
home? I predict you’ll be 
the one giving it the next 
trophy. If your landscape or 
mixed containers look tired 
and need a pick me up then 
let Lemon Coral Sedum be 
among your first choices.

Lemon Coral sedum
is tough as nails in 
this sweltering heat

Lemon Coral sedum and Big Red begonia make a dramatic 
partnership in the summer landscape. [NORMAN WINTER/TNS]


