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HOME&GARDEN

Tumbleweeds by artist Dorothy Gillespie are displayed by the 
Welcome Garden. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

D orothy Gillespie 
was a remarkable 
person; I wish I had 

met her while she was alive. 
I first learned of her and 
her art through a theme 
park horticulture colleague 
and friend from Orlando, 
Katy Moss Warner. Katy 
now serves as President 
of America in Bloom and 
President Emeritus of the 
American Horticultural 
Society. Previously, during 
Katy’s tenure as Director of 
Disney’s Horticulture from 
1976-2000, she brought 
Dorothy Gillespie’s work 
to Epcot Center grounds in 
a big way. Last year, Katy 
reached out to me about 
the planned celebration to 
bring more of Gillespie’s 
work to her beloved Wilm-
ington. Distinctive, bright 
and made for the outdoors, 
this garden art would make 
a great addition to the 
grounds of the Arboretum. 
So the work began with the 
local committee for our 
Friends of the Arboretum 
to support and participate.

On Monday of this week 
was the kickoff for a local 
celebration of this famed 
New York City artist with 
strong ties to the Wilming-
ton community. Dorothy 
would have been 100 years 
old, and over fifty people 
gathered virtually to hear 
stories of her life from 
Thalian Hall Center’s Tony 
Rivenbark and words of 
admiration from City of 
Wilmington’s Mayor Bill 
Saffo and New Hanover 
County Commissioner 
Rob Zapple. Frances Hawk 
serves as the celebration’s 
organizer working with the 
artist’s son, Gary Gillespie 
Israel and others of our 
local arts community.

The Arboretum is hon-
ored to join the Cameron 
Art Museum in hosting 
some of the collection 
originally displayed in New 
York City’s Rockefeller 
Center. Our Gatehouse 

walls are decorated with 
six brightly colored enamel 
on aluminum panels, and 
the Welcome Garden is 
cheery with the colorful 
addition of tumbleweeds. 
The Cameron Art Museum 
is showcasing much of the 
beautiful vertical art in 
totems and wall hangings. 
This traveling exhibit joins 
permanent local installa-
tions at the Thalian Hall 
Center for Performing 
Arts, University of North 
Carolina Wilmington’s 
Cultural Arts Building and 
the Wilson Center at Cape 
Fear Community College.

In Rob Zapple’s words, 
Dorothy Gillespie was, 
and still is, an American 
icon in the art world. A 
native of Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, she traveled the 
world with her husband 
and children and these life 
experiences surely had an 
influence on the way she 
created her works of art 
whether it be a painting, 
sculpture, or installation 
work. She never wanted 
to be treated like a woman 
artist; she always wanted 
to be recognized as just 
an artist. However, her 
influence on the women’s 
art movement is immea-
surable. She led the way to 
have art displayed in public 
institutions and centers 
nationwide.

Incorporating art in a 
public garden is a good 
way to engage visitors and 
contribute to the overall 
sensory experience. We, 
the N.C. Cooperative 
Extension, New Hanover 
County Center at the Arbo-
retum are proud to be a part 
of this local celebration of 
the artist Dorothy Gil-
lespie and to display some 
of her beautiful works. This 
installation will be in place 
through March of 2021; we 
invite you to come visit to 
experience for yourself.

Lloyd Singleton is direc-
tor of the N.C. Coopera-
tive Extension Center for 
New Hanover County. 
Reach him at lsingleton@
nhcgov.com or 910-798-
7660. The Arboretum is 
free and open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
everyday at 6206 Olean-
der Drive, Wilmington.

G R O W  W I T H  E X T E N S I O N

Arboretum 
hosts works by 

Dorothy Gillespie

Lloyd Singleton

By Laura Firszt
Networx.com

Say you’ve already done 
your homework and learned 
the basics about flooring 
for your kitchen: It should 
be durable, water-resistant 
and simple to clean. You 
may have also decided 
whether to hire a floor-
ing professional or attempt 
the installation yourself.

Great. Now you’re ready 
for the master class.

In this interview with 
Jamie Sandford, Editor of 
the Home Flooring Pros 
review site, we don’t talk 
generalities. Instead, we 
zero in on the specific type 
of kitchen flooring that best 
fits your homeowner profile.

Find the ideal flooring for 
your kitchen and your home!

What kind of kitchen 
flooring works for ...?

Families with young chil-
dren: Anyone who has kids 
(or who’s ever been a kid) is 

aware that youngsters + food 
+ drink = spills + mess! So 
a floor which will be child’s 
play to keep clean is a must.

Recommendation: Rigid-core 
vinyl flooring. It’s water-
proof and stain-resistant.

Gourmet chefs: If you love 
cooking and love enter-
taining friends in your 
kitchen, then a floor that’s 
easy to maintain, yet super 
classy, will be a winner.

Recommendation: Natural 
hardwood. Create a rustic 
country kitchen style with 
distressed reclaimed wood, or 
a more classic and refined look 
using warm-toned smooth 
planks... possibly in the new 
waterproof hardwood flooring.

Pet lovers: Pet owners know 
there are 3 risk factors for 
their kitchen flooring invest-
ment: mess from food bowls, 
scratches from claws, and 
the occasional “accident.”

Recommendation: A robust 
flooring such as terra cotta 

tile, which tends to be 
less textured than natural 
stone tile (making it lower-
maintenance) and will with-
stand just about anything!

Senior citizens: The ideal for 
seniors aging in place is beau-
tiful, durable flooring for the 
kitchen which can be laid in 
a seamless continuous way, 
avoiding trip hazards such 
as room transition strips.  

Recommendation: Lux-
ury vinyl flooring.

DIYers: Follow these 
2 tips if you’re a floor-
ing installation newbie:

Stick to a budget, so that if 
you damage a few planks or 
tiles along the way, buying 
more won’t break the bank.

Choose a flooring material 
that will be simple to install.

Recommendation: Lami-
nate or luxury vinyl floor-
ing. They’re usually installed 
using a click-lock mechanism 
and a floating floor method 
which aren’t hard to master.

How to choose  fl ooring for your kitchen

By Deena Bouknight
More Content Now

Home fragrance is big business. 
“The global home fragrance 
market size was valued at USD 
$6.7 billion in 2018,” reported 
Grand View Research last June.

Some money-saving solutions 
to make your house smell good 
include these suggested by the-
cottagemarket.com:

1 Light an inexpensive 
votive candle (a package 
that includes several can 

be purchased at a dollar or dis-
count store) and set in a dish of 
plain or fl avored coffee beans.

2 Simmer on the stove 
a pan of water with 
dried or fresh herbs 

and dried fruit; or, simmer fresh 

lemon, apple or orange rinds.

3 To make a reed dif-
fuser, insert reed 
sticks, chopsticks or 

skewers into a small vase or 
bottle fi lled with 3.5 ounces of a 
liquid carrier oil, like coconut oil 
or baby oil, and add three to fi ve 
drops of a favorite essential oil.

4 Purchase an essential 
oil diffuser and essen-
tial oils, which last a 

long time since only a few drops 
at a time are necessary.

5 Add daily a drop of an 
essential oil, such as 
lemon, orange or pep-

permint, to garbage cans.

6 Add a few drops of an 
essential oil to a spray 
bottle full of water; use 

as a room spray.

Gardeningknowhow.com sug-
gested growing such herbs as 
lavender, lemon balm, basil and 
all types of mint, which will 
release their aromas when they 
are brushed against or touched. 
Enjoy the herbs’ fragrances 
indoors by clipping sprigs and 
adding to a vase or any container 
of water. 

Or, dry herbs by hanging upside 
down, then crumble and tie the 
dried herbs into a fabric satchet 
and add to drawers or under 
pillows.

And several types of containers, 
including small fl ower pots or 
Mason jars, can hold essential 
oil-scented homemade candle 
wax and a wick. Online tutorials 
teach easy candle making.

DIY natural home 
fragrance ideas

To make a 
reed diffuser, 
insert reed 
sticks, 
chopsticks 
or skewers 
into a small 
vase or bottle 
fi lled with 
3.5 ounces 
of a liquid 
carrier oil and 
add three to 
fi ve drops 
of a favorite 
essential oil. 
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