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HOME & GARDEN

I grew up with horses in my 
life. My family kept a horse 
at our rural home before the 

move to the St. Louis suburbs. 
My siblings were school-age 
and I was the baby. Our horse, 
Siva, was so gentle that for horse 
sale auction day, 4-year-old 
Lloyd gave a solo ride. Siva was 
named by reversing the letters 
in Uncle Avis’ name, the horse-
whisperer of the family. Avis 
raised quarter horses to help 
manage his “forested” cattle 
in the hilly Ozarks. A tall man 
with his pointy boots, shiny 
belt buckle and Stetson hat, this 
favorite uncle always had a pony 
ready to saddle up for us kids to 
ride. The ride always culminated 
in instructed participation for 
the cool-down and groom-
ing of the kind animal, a truly 
great experience for youth.

Some youth in New Hanover 
County get to have horses in 
their life through an active 
4-H Horse Club. 4-H is North 
Carolina’s largest youth devel-
opment organization, equipping 
young people to learn by doing. 
The local club started about a 
year ago and has been able to 
join in some NC State Univer-
sity (NCSU) Equine Husbandry 
competitions this year. Starting 
off the year competing in the 
Southeastern district Hippology 
contest, they won second place. 
(If you need to stop to look 
up Hippology, that’s encour-
aged). This was followed by 
study, practice and participa-
tion in the state competition.

Each year, 4-H members 
across North Carolina spend 
hours preparing for the annual 
state 4-H Horse Judging Con-
test held in Raleigh each Spring. 
With the coronavirus outbreak, 
organizers of this year’s contest 
“galloped” into action to deliver 
the first-ever virtual horse judg-
ing. For New Hanover County 
4-H member, Lydia Wilson, the 
virtual contest was an excellent 
alternative for her to put all the 

preparation to use. The 4-H 
Horse Judging Contest provides 
an opportunity to teach par-
ticipants good conformation 
(structural correctness, balance, 
and muscling), breed character, 
and performance ideals in dif-
ferent breeds of horses. Addi-
tionally, the contest teaches 
participants how to evaluate 
horses based on knowledge 
and fact, make a decision, and 
defend it. The participants use 
horsemanship terms in a logi-
cal, systematic way to defend 
placings. Lydia tuned into 
several Zoom meetings to learn 
specific methods. Competing as 

a Senior rookie, Lydia took sixth 
place out of 23 contestants. She 
reports that she is glad she took 
part and is ready for next year.

The NCSU Equine Hus-
bandry offers many more 
competitions for the club 
including writing contests, 
photography, art, and an 
upcoming virtual Horse show 
where the members can sub-
mit videotaped rides. So far, 
Lydia has entered 3 horses for 3 
disciplines for the competition. 
There is an in-real-life advan-
tage to a virtual horse show; 
you don't have to haul a horse 
or pay for stalling or compete 

in an arena with other horses. 
A contestant gets to video their 
own ride at their own barn in 
a controlled environment.

This 4-H program helps 
youth members develop lead-
ership abilities, build character, 
and assume responsibility. 
Developing an appreciation of 
horse-back riding as recreation, 
learning skills in horsemanship 
and increasing knowledge of 
safety and respect for working 
with animals will help youth 
become better prepared for 
citizenship responsibilities. 
Perhaps Lydia has a future 
degree and career in Horse 

Husbandry. If so, I know just 
the University to recommend.

To learn more about 4-H 
and/or the 4-H horse pro-
gram in New Hanover County, 
contact New Hanover County 
Cooperative Extension office, 
visit https://newhanover.
ces.ncsu.edu/  or contact J. 
Scott Enroughty, 4-H agent 
at 910-798-7660 or via email, 
scott_enroughty@ncsu.edu. 

Lloyd Singleton is the director 
of the N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion New Hanover County 
Center at the Arboretum, 6206 
Oleander Drive, Wilmington.
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Virtual horse judging for 4-H

4-H Club members at their last meeting before conornivirus at Open Hands Farm, Castle Hayne. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]
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A s house sizes shrink, 
homeowners are 
thinking about the 
front of the home not 

only as a greeting area but 
also as a gathering and living 
space. Putting the right touch 
on this space makes for Ins-
tagram-worthy curb appeal.

“The main trend that we’re 
seeing is people are trans-
forming their front entrances 
with sitting areas and court-
yards,” said Joe Raboine, 
director of residential hard-
scapes with Belgard. “Like a 
front porch, a set of chairs, a 
bench [or] a small table and 
chairs can be a welcoming 
sight to guests and passersby. 
It fosters random meet-
ings and conversations with 
friends and neighbors.” 

To provide a sense of secu-
rity, surround and define the 
space with low walls, he said. 

Connecting the front 
entrance with a walkway that 
leads to the street creates a 
door’s-always-open feeling. 

“Often homes are built with 
sidewalks that only come from 
their driveway. This is also 
not inviting, and connecting 
a driveway walk with a street 

connecting walk can trans-
form a home,” Raboine said.

Depending on home style 
the sidewalks may be straight 
and linear or a casual sweep-
ing organic shape, which 
imparts “a more magical 
and inviting feel. Some-
times as it approaches the 

street it gradually widens, 
which can give it the illusion 
of length,” Raboine said.

Tidying up is the simplest 
task a homeowner can do to 
boost curb appeal, said Mau-
reen Reddy, a professional 
stager and owner of DaVinci 
Designer Gallery in Winthrop, 

Massachusetts, who advises:
• Trim trees and bushes.
• Edge and mulch 

flower beds.
• Power wash pavement 

walkways, porches and siding.
• Paint the front door 

and/or shutters.
• Purchase a new mailbox.
• Decorate with flow-

ers and plants.
“These simple upgrades, 

even if you’re on a bud-
get, will show the potential 
buyer that the home is well 
maintained,” Reddy said.

Less is more, said Jason 
Anderson, broker with Liv-
ing Room Realty, Portland, 
Oregon: “Green lawns 
and mulched weed-free 
garden beds are always a 
great lure for buyers to put 
their own stamp on.” 

Decorations depend 
on home style, but strat-
egy is everything. 

“Layer your textures, tie 
existing elements together, 
and add focal points lead-
ing up to the entryway and 
mixed borders along path-
ways,” Anderson said. “I 
would also argue that tying in 
elements from your home’s 
exterior to hardscapes is 
equally important.” 

“Muted grays and tans are 

always popular, safe colors 
when choosing pavers for a 
front walkway,” Raboine said. 
“However, if someone wants 
to make a statement, red and 
terra cotta blends can really 
add a pop of color and empha-
size the entrance to a home. 
Couple this with a bright 
front door, and it can trans-
form the look of a home.” 

No matter how much 
you’re investing into curb 
appeal, remember to match 
your upgrades with the style 
of the house. For instance, 
a contemporary home 
should boast a sleek and 
angular pathway while the 
seaside cottage should be 
outfitted in cobblestone. 

“This principle also 
applies to outside lighting. 
Make sure the design ele-
ments of your exterior are 
cohesive,” Reddy said.

There’s nothing more invit-
ing than a well-lit front door. 

“Exterior lighting with 
LED lights can make a huge 
impact on curb appeal and 
add an extra layer of home 
security,” said Jake Good-
son, also a broker with Living 
Room Realty. Don’t be afraid 
to splurge on a high end fix-
ture, but be sure it honors the 
style of the home, he said.

Create curb appeal
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