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HOME&GARDEN

W ith warmer weather 
upon us, folks with 
automated land-

scape irrigation systems can 
adopt irrigation practices 
that result in the most effi-
cient, cost-effective use of 
water – and the healthi-
est landscapes. During the 
spring and summer, land-
scape irrigation can make up 
a large portion of residential 
water use. During periods 
of dry weather, turfgrasses 
may require supplemental 
water through irrigation to 
maintain appearance and 
function. It is important 
to deliver only the amount 
of water needed to replace 
what is used by the turf. This 
practice promotes efficient 
use of water resources as 
well as an ideal environ-
ment for turfgrass growth.

Do an irrigation audit. To 
ensure efficient irrigation, 
you need to know the amount 
of water an irrigation system 
is applying during each cycle. 
Completing an audit of an 
irrigation system provides 
the information needed to 
set irrigation controllers to 
deliver the proper amount of 
water. This is the good kind 

of audit, not the scary kind 
(https://content.ces.ncsu.
edu/landscape-irrigation-
auditing-made-simple).

Actively manage your irri-
gation schedule. During the 
growing season, your irriga-
tion may not be needed dur-
ing a week with good rainfall.  
(htps://content.ces.ncsu.
edu/water-requirements-of-
north-carolina-turfgrasses). 
Determine how much is 
needed and only irrigate as 
needed. A healthy durable turf 
that withstands minor drought 
is achieved by irrigating thor-
oughly but as infrequently as 
possible. This may encourage 
deeper rooting. Wait to water 
until you observe a symptom 
of wilting where footprints 
on the turf stick around for 
more than one hour. Usually, 
only a few areas will appear 
wilted in the same general 
location of the turf; these 
areas serve as good indicator 
spots when assessing the need 
to water. Delay watering the 
entire turf area for another 
day or so by irrigating only 
the wilted areas if possible.

Get a soil test. We expect 
our plant clinic services at the 
N.C. Cooperative Extension 
New Hanover County Center 
to be available after Memo-
rial Day, and we can assist you 
in getting a free soil sample 
analysis. Knowing your soil 
type and nutrient availabil-
ity will help in making good 
fertilization and irrigation 
decisions for your landscape.

Water at night or early 
morning and only on assigned 
days. The most efficient 
time of day to water is late 
evening through early morn-
ing. Nighttime is generally 
less windy, cooler, and more 
humid than daytime, result-
ing in less evaporation and a 
more efficient application of 
water. Cape Fear Public Utili-
ties Authority and other local 
utilities recently adopted a 
water supply emergency plan, 
with steps to be implemented 
in case of drought or water-
supply disruption. This plan 
includes an irrigation sched-
ule that can serve as a model 

for homeowners: even house 
numbers (e.g. 1230 Main 
Street) water on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
odd house numbers (e.g. 1235 
Main Street) on Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays, and 
no watering on Mondays.

Automatic sprinklers are 
wonderful technology, but 
it’s also easy to forget about 
them and the water they’re 
using because they often run 
while we’re still asleep or just 
waking up. For additional 
resources to have a well-
managed irrigation system, 
leave a message for our plant 
clinic at (910)798-7660 

and we’ll call you back.
Wars have been fought 

for the past several decades 
over oil; wars of the future 
will be fought over water. 
Let’s each do our part to 
conserve our water resources 
and have a healthier, resil-
ient landscape too.

Lloyd Singleton is director of 
the N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion Center for New Hanover 
County, located at the Arbo-
retum, 6206 Oleander Drive. 
Reach him at lsingleton@
nhcgov.com or 910-798-7660. 
The Arboretum is free and open
every day for daylight hours.

G R O W  W I T H  E X T E N S I O N

Save water and have a healthier lawn

By Norman Winter
Tribune News Service

Goodness, it is proving to 
be a “wonderfully wicked” 
year for coleus. In this 
case, wicked is great and 
promises to add incredible 
color and texture to your 
garden. Wicked actually 
refers to two new colors 
or varieties in the Color-
Blaze series of coleus. If 
you are like me you prob-
ably thought we had all of 
the coleus we could ever 
want 10 years ago. This 
is simply not the case.

An example is the Mis-
sissippi Medallion Award 
program, celebrating its 
25th year. In this anniver-
sary year of one of the best 
plant promotion programs 
in the country, the experts 
selected ColorBlaze coleus 
as award winners. Then 
this year, Proven Winners 
debuted ColorBlaze Wicked 
Hot and ColorBlaze Wicked 
Witch. Both of these new 
varieties already have 
dozens of awards based on 
2019 University Trials.

I am talking awards like 
Best of the Best, Perfect 
Score All Summer and 
Top Performer. Color-
Blaze Wicked Hot is simply 
amazing with an array of 
orange and rust intensi-
ties. It does remind you of 
glowing embers in a camp-
fire. This color reaches 
out and grabs you, causing 
you to really take notice.

ColorBlaze Wicked Hot 
has serrated margins and 
excels in sun or shade. 
It can reach 40 inches in 
height with a spread to 
about 36 inches. In other 
words, it is vigorous. 
But don’t let that scare 
you — it is easily pinched 
to maintain your desired 
shape. It was made to 
partner with shades of blue 
for an amazing comple-
mentary color scheme.

At The Garden Guy’s 
house it seemed to offer 

a magical opportunity to 
combine with Double Play 
Candy Corn spiraea that 
I recently wrote about. 
To refresh, this spiraea 
features chartreuse and 
gold foliage topped with 
rusty orange new growth 
— a marriage made in 
gardening heaven.

ColorBlaze Wicked Witch 
is also the same height and 
width, for sun or shade. It, 
too, is serrated but with 
deep burgundy to choco-
late foliage and lime green 
or chartreuse margins. To 
me this one screams to be 
partnered with lime green 
where the margins serve 
to echo the color of the 
companion plant. In play-
ing around with partners at 
the home of my son James, 
ColorBlaze Wicked Witch 
and Everillo carex created 
the partnership of dreams.

There are 14 selections 
to choose from in the Col-
orBlaze series. I prom-
ise there will be at least 
one to fit your needs. 

Also at The Gardens 
Guy’s house, ColorBlaze 
Lime Time stole my heart. 
It could have been named 
Wicked Wonderful as it 
is identical in shape, size 
and serration, but has 
stop-you-in-your-tracks 
lime green. I am one who 
believes everything looks 
better with lime green. 
Such is the case when I 
put ColorBlaze Lime Time 
in between blue flowered 
catmint and the riveting 
tangerine colored Orange 
You Awesome echinacea.

In fertile organic rich 
soil these are persever-
ing, foolproof plants that 
will perform until frost or 
whenever you are ready 
to pull for planting pan-
sies. You will find out why 
ColorBlaze Wicked Hot 
and ColorBlaze Wicked 
Witch, two of this year’s 
introductions, have won 
awards from north to 
south and east to west.

‘Wonderfully wicked’ 
year for coleus

By Kim Cook 
The Associated Press

Barbecue season couldn’t 
be more welcome this year.

Grilling is a way to change 
things up and expand the 
menu and the view for those 
stuck at home because of the 
coronavirus. “Eating out” 
means the patio, yard or 
balcony, if you have one.

There’s all kinds of styl-
ish and practical barbecue 
gear available to help.

If your home has a midcen-
tury vibe, you could bring that 
outdoors too. Heston Blumen-
thal’s Everdure has a slim, trim, 
die-cast aluminum body on 
furniture-style legs, and comes 
in graphite, sky blue, claret or 
burnt orange. Features include 
a Bluetooth app for recipes, 
cooking tips and grill monitor-
ing, a pizza stone, and vents on 
top and bottom for even cook-
ing. A touch ignition feature 
gets the charcoal fired up.

Arteflame’s  Corten steel-
based pedestal grill also has a 
modern look. Load the center 
pit with wood or charcoal, and 
the surrounding steel cooking 
ring lets you sear foods at higher 
or lower temps, depending on 
positioning. Pop the ring off to 
turn the grill into a fire bowl.

Riverbend Home’s small, 
14-by-22.5-inch wood or 
charcoal grill is a nice size for 
urban patios, and can be used 
for searing, roasting, grilling 
or low-temperature smok-
ing. The ceramic exterior is 
offered in on-trend orange as 
well as dark gray. The company 
also has the handy Ooni Koda 
propane pizza grill, which is 
ready to go in 15 minutes and 
cooks pizza in about a minute. 
You can also use it to roast 
fish, steak or vegetables.

Serious grill enthusiasts 
might opt for a kamado-style 
grill — the word means stove 
in Japanese — with its dis-
tinctive oval shape. With 
top and bottom vents, these 
grills have thick ceramic 

heat-trapping walls that heat 
up quickly; they work much 
like convection ovens.

“Almost every kamado grill 
manufacturer recommends 
using lump charcoal over char-
coal briquettes. In our experi-
ence, briquettes may cost less, 
but lump charcoal is better 
suited for a kamado grill. It 
can reach higher temperatures 
and it tends to smell better as 
you cook it, too,” says Lindsay 
D. Mattison, a chef and food 
writer in Durango, Colorado.

She warns against using 
lighter fluid with these 
grills. “It can absorb into the 
uncoated ceramics in the 
firebox, and no one wants 
their food to taste like fuel.”

Big Green Egg’s got several 
sizes of ceramic grills, including 
a 10-inch mini that’s perfect for 
tailgating or picnics. Several of 
their Kamado Joe models come 
with free charcoal; the brand 
features an airlift hinge that 
reduces the lid weight, mak-
ing it easier to open and close.

There’s also a hybrid 
Kamado model, available 
at Williams-Sonoma, that 
takes either charcoal or gas. 
Its white exterior makes 
it look a little like R2D2.

And Monolith has added 
Alexa capabilities to their 
version; share your recipes 

with others on the app, set 
temps and monitor the cook-
ing process via voice control. 
Blaze’s version is made of 
heavy-gauge aluminum, so 
you can use charcoal, bri-
quettes and lighter fluid. The 
20-inch model is big enough to 
fit about a 15-pound turkey.

The stretch limo of grills 
would be Hestan’s 55-inch 
model, which has over 650 
square inches of cooking 
surface, a bunch of burners, 
built-in ceramic infrared rotis-
serie, and motion-activated 
under-hood halogen lighting. 
It comes in colors like purple, 
burgundy, white, and light 
and deep blues. It comes in 
fashionable colors like purple, 
burgundy and white, so you 
can bring some stylish sear 
to your social distancing.

What’s new and notable 
in today’s outdoor grills

The Ooni Koda propane pizza grill is ready to go in 15 minutes and cooks 
pizza in about a minute — as well as roasted fi sh, steak or vegetables. 
[OONI KODA/RIVERBEND HOME VIA AP]

“Almost every kamado grill 
manufacturer recommends 
using lump charcoal over 
charcoal briquettes. In 
our experience, briquettes 
may cost less, but lump 
charcoal is better suited for 
a kamado grill. It can reach 
higher temperatures and it 
tends to smell better as you 
cook it, too.” 
— Lindsay D. Mattison, chef and 
food writer in Durango, Colorado.

Lloyd Singleton

An irrigation 
system’s 
distribution 
uniformity 
(DU) can be 
calculated 
to determine 
effi ciency. 
[CONTRIBUTED 

PHOTO]


